
RESOLUTION NUMBER 130  

HONORING THE 175TH ANNIVERSARY  UNION MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH  

 

WHEREAS, we are delighted to pause in our deliberations to recognize the members, present and past, of 

Union Memorial United Methodist Church on the occasion of their 175th Anniversary; and 

 

WHEREAS, founded in 1846, Union Memorial United Methodist Church (UMUMC) is the oldest African 

American United Methodist Church in Missouri and one of the oldest African American churches in the City of 

St. Louis; for the last 175 years the church has provided spiritual guidance and a level of leadership of the 

highest order; and 

 

WHEREAS, in its early days, several UMUMC members and pastors, guided by the esteemed Rev. Dr. B.F. 

Abbott, our first black pastor, organized small gatherings of people of faith that, over time, evolved into formal 

congregations which today are anchors within the communities they serve; included in this list of congregations 

are: North Park UMC, Unity UMC(Webster Groves), Asbury UMC, and Beloved Community UMC; and  

 

WHEREAS, the ministry of Union Memorial began in 1846, it purchased the old Temple Israel at Leffingwell 

and Pine in July, 1907 and grew in memberships to lay down its present location at Belt & Bartmer, and 

formally opened in November, 1963, and acquired ownership of property on all four corners; and 

 

WHEREAS, 2020 was a new beginning for Reverend Dr. Antonio Settles and the Church during the height of 

the unprecedented coronavirus pandemic, new teachings and worship practices were enhanced virtually to 

include Facebook Live; and 

 

WHEREAS, Union Memorial has partnered with St Louis Public Schools, Ford School Elementary for several 

years providing tutoring, mentoring, weekend back packs, restorative justice training, winter clothing, books, 

and Christmas gifts, until its recent closing, Union is now partnering with the Pierre Laclede school to resource 

their children in academic and social supportive needs and opportunities; and 

 

WHEREAS, Union Memorial has partnered with Sabie United Methodist Church in Mozambique supporting 

their ministries in education, their pastor’s support, and catastrophic conditions; and  

 

WHEREAS, the Mission and Vision of UMUMC is to transform lives, make disciples for Jesus Christ by 

connecting people to God through compelling worship, compassionate outreach, and genuine faith 

development. Union Memorial continues to nurture members and the community through its Core Values: 

Worship, Outreach, Relationships and Discipleship.  

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Aldermen of the City of St Louis we pause to add 

our sincere congratulations to the benevolent membership and leadership of the Union Memorial United 

Methodist Church on this monumental 175th Anniversary Worship Service and encourage the church to 

continue empowering and guiding communities in need here in St. Louis, in Africa and beyond. We further 

direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these proceedings and to 

prepare a commemorative copy to the end that it may be presented to our honoree at a time and place deemed 

appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 

 

 

 

 



Introduced this 12th day of November, 2021 by: 

The Honorable Shameem Clark-Hubbard, Alderwoman 26th Ward  

 

Adopted this 12th day of November, 2021 as attested by: 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 
 

 


